Modifications of the gastric mucosal barrier induced by experimental duodenogastric reflux: an electron microscopy study.
The present study was undertaken to examine the ultrastructure of antral foveolar epithelium of dogs submitted to long term duodenogastric reflux. Minimal ultrastructural alterations (swelling of the cellular organelles, shortening of the microvilli, irregularity of the secretory granules) were observed. Total necrosis of isolated cells was rare. The lesions appeared in all dogs including the controls, and were not always reversed by the elimination of reflux. The significance of these findings is not clear and is probably not dependent on continuous exposure to duodenogastric reflux.